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Title 33:  River and Waters 

 

Part 203:  Regulations Pertaining To Use Of Reservoir Project Area By General Public 

 Chapter 1: Regulations Pertaining to Use of Reservoir Project Area by General Public 

 

Rule 1.1 Speed Limits. 

(a) It shall be unlawful for any Person to operate a motor vehicle within the 

Reservoir Project Area at speeds greater than the following: 

(i) On the roadway across the reservoir dam or on the causeway 

across Pelahatchie Bay in Rankin County, 55 miles per hour, except as provided in Part 

203 Rule 1.1 (a) (ii). 

(ii) On any roadway over any dike, levy, groin, jetty or mole 

appurtenant to the reservoir main dam, a maximum of twenty-five (25) miles per hour. 

(iii) On all streets, drives or roadways in any platted subdivision within 

the Reservoir Project Area, 30 miles per hour. 

(iv) On all other roads, roadways, streets and drives within the 

Reservoir Project Area, 45 miles per hour. 

(b) Each violation of this regulation shall constitute a misdemeanor and shall 

be punishable by a fine of not more than One Hundred Dollars ($100.00). 

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 51-9-127 (Rev. 2000) 

Rule 1.2 Parking. 

(a) It shall be unlawful for any Person to park an automobile or other vehicle 

on any part of the reservoir main dam or any dike, levy, groin, jetty, or mole appurtenant 

thereto, or on the causeway across Pelahatchie Bay in Rankin County or within one 

hundred (100) feet of any public boat launching ramp, or within any public park or any 

public recreation area within the Reservoir Project Area, except at places designated for 

such parking by posted signs, or on any portion of the Reservoir Project Area adjacent to 

the South and East sides of Rice Road between the diversion canal for Culley/Brashears 

Creek and the South and East rights-of-way of the Natchez Trace in Madison County.  A 

vehicle stopped to load or unload passengers or property shall be deemed to be parked for 

purposes of this regulation. 

(b) Any area described in Part 203 Rule 1.2 (a) which is not designated as a 

parking area may be designated a "Tow Away Zone" by the posting of signs stating "Tow 

Away Zone-Vehicle Will be Towed Away at Owner's Expense."  Any vehicle left 

unattended in a designated Tow Away Zone may be towed away and held until the owner 

shall pay the towing charges. 
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(c) It shall be unlawful for any Person to park any automobile or other vehicle 

within any portion of the Reservoir Project Area identified by a sign or signs stating “NO 

STOPPING NEXT (stated distance) MILES, Stopped Vehicles will be Towed at Owner’s 

Expense” or similar language.  If any Reservoir Police officer finds an attended or 

unattended vehicle parked in violation of this rule, such officer is authorized to provide 

for the immediate removal of such vehicle to the a storage site or other place of safety, 

and the owner of the vehicle shall pay all costs of removal, safety inspection and storage 

prior to obtaining possession of the vehicle. 

(d) Prohibited Parking or Storage of Vehicles in Front and Side Yards, 

Sidewalks and on Public Streets or Rights-of-Way:  No vehicle shall be parked or stored 

in any front yard or side yard within any residential area, except within a garage, carport, 

apron or driveway.  Driveways cannot cover more than 50% of the front yard and a 

driveway must be solid surfaced with brick, asphalt or concrete.   

Parking and/or storage of any vehicle on a public street, sidewalk or public right-

of-way is prohibited.  EXCEPTIONS:   Parking for isolated, non-reoccurring gatherings, 

parties or visitors will be permitted.  Parking will be permitted in residential subdivisions 

where signage has been posted indicating where on-street parking is allowed. 

Unless prohibited by the covenants of a residential area: 

(i) Utility trailers, transient trailers, enclosed trailers, and the like not 

exceeding 18 feet in cargo area length must be parked or stored within an enclosed 

garage or open carport or behind the back line of the building (rear yard).  Such items 

may be parked in the driveway, front or side yard for loading/unloading, clearing or 

repair for a period not to exceed seventy-two (72) hours.  No utility trailer, transient 

trailer, enclosed trailer, or the like exceeding 18 feet in cargo area length shall be parked 

or stored within any residential area of the Reservoir Project Area. 

(ii) Boats, jet skis, other water craft, All-Terrain Vehicles (ATV) shall 

be parked or stored within an enclosed garage or open carport or behind the back line of 

the building (rear yard).  Such items may be parked in the driveway, front or side yard for 

loading/unloading, cleaning or repair for a period not to exceed seventy-two (72) hours. 

(iii) Any trailer, boat, jet ski, other water craft or ATV that cannot be 

stored in a garage, carport, or rear yard may be parked on the premises’ driveway under 

the following conditions: 

(1)  Any trailer, boat, jet ski, other water craft or ATV shall be in  a 

current state of registration and licensing with the State of Mississippi 

with the license plate affixed thereto;  

(2)  Any trailer subject to this regulation shall be in operable condition 

with inflated tires, license plate affixed thereto, and in road worthy 

condition; and 
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(3)  Any boats, jet skis, other water craft or All-Terrain Vehicles (ATV) 

located upon trailers shall be in a good and operable condition and any and 

all boats, jet skis, water craft, or trailers shall be free of garbage, trash, 

refuse, debris, or other items in violation of Pearl River Valley Water 

Supply District Rules 6.1 and 6.7. 

(iv) Recreational vehicles, defined as a Class A, Class B, or Class C 

motor home, fifth wheels, travel trailers, or travel campers may not be parked in a 

residential area within the Reservoir Project Area and must be stored off site.  Such items 

may be stored at a residential area in the Reservoir Project Area under special 

circumstances, which must be approved by the Pearl River Valley Water Supply District 

Board of Directors.  The Board of Directors may grant a permit pursuant to the then 

existing PRV fee structure to allow parking such items which would otherwise violate 

this regulation.  The applicant must show to the Board of Directors special circumstances, 

no adverse effect on the residence or the subdivision and that grant of the permit is not a 

violation of the subdivision’s covenants. Special circumstances shall include, but are not 

limited to, situations in which the leaseholder has invested substantial capital and made 

significant renovations or incurred significant construction costs prior to the adoption of 

this regulation.  In making this determination, the Board of Directors may also take into 

consideration whether the Recreational Vehicle will be housed in an enclosed building or 

covered awning located on the premises and which was constructed prior to the adoption 

of this regulation.  In order to justify special circumstance, said enclosed building or 

awning must be in a good and not dilapidated condition.  Such vehicles may be parked in 

the driveway, front or side yard for loading/unloading, cleaning or repair for a period not 

to exceed seventy-two (72) hours.  A recreational vehicle shall not be used as a residence 

within the Reservoir Project Area when not located within a campground or park. 

(v) No Specialty Vehicle shall be parked at any residence in the 

Reservoir Project Area, except when the same is actually being used for its normal 

purposes.  Specialty vehicles shall be defined as a motor vehicle manufactured by a 

second stage manufacturer by purchasing motor vehicle components, e.g. frame and drive 

train, and completing the manufacture of finished motor vehicles for the purpose of resale 

with the primary manufacturer warranty unimpaired, to a limited commercial market 

rather than the consuming public.  Specialty vehicles shall include garbage trucks, 

ambulances, fire trucks, buses, limousines, hearses, wreckers, landscape specialty trucks, 

box trucks, food trucks, and other similar limited purpose vehicles.  Law enforcement 

vehicles or handicapped accessible vans are excepted from the provisions of this 

Regulation. 

(vi) No heavy equipment, defined as ground engaging equipment 

greater than 4,000 pounds, including, but not limited to, bulldozers, back hoes, track 

hoes, skid steer loaders, or the like may be parked or stored within any subdivision or 

residence within the Reservoir Project Area. 

(vii) Construction trailers and heavy equipment may be located on 

residential properties in the Reservoir Project Area during construction provided a permit 

has been issued by the Pearl River Valley Water Supply District Building Director or, for 
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construction or maintenance that does not require a permit, for a period not to exceed 

seventy-two (72) hours.  Construction trailers and heavy equipment may not be parked, 

located on, or stored at a residential site within the Reservoir Project Area unless a part of 

a construction or maintenance project. 

(viii) Each violation of this regulation shall constitute a misdemeanor 

and shall be punishable by a fine of not more than One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00). 

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 51-9-127 (Rev. 2000) 

Rule 1.3 Traffic Control at Public Parks of the District. 

(a) It shall be unlawful for any vehicle to enter Lakeshore Park, Old Trace 

Park or Pelahatchie Shore Park or any other public park of the District where a toll gate is 

maintained and attended unless the operator or other occupant of the vehicle shall first 

have paid to the toll gate attendant a traffic fee as posted at the toll gate, not to exceed 

$5.00 per vehicle, for each entrance into such park, provided that a vehicle for which a 

traffic fee has been paid may within the same calendar day be allowed to leave and enter 

such park one time without paying a second fee.  An annual permit for access to the 

above mentioned parks may be purchased for a fee not to exceed $30.00 per year.  The 

annual fee covers access to all parks and unlimited return visits within one calendar year. 

(b) Traffic fees shall be collected at all times during which the toll gate is 

attended on Saturdays, Sundays and legal holidays from March 1 through September 30 

of each year and on such other days throughout the year as the General Manager may 

determine. 

(c) The term "vehicle" as used in this regulation shall mean without limitation 

every device in, upon or by which any person or property is or may be transported upon a 

street or highway, except nonmotorized devices designed to be moved solely by human 

power, and shall include without limitation, automobiles, trucks, jeeps, motorcycles, all 

terrain vehicles (ATV), off road vehicles, motor bikes, buses, vans, dirt bikes, and three-

wheelers. 

(d) Each violation of this regulation shall constitute a misdemeanor and shall 

be punishable by a fine of not more than Fifty Dollars ($50.00). 

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 51-9-127 (Rev. 2000) 

Rule 1.4 Vehicle Restrictions. 

(a) It shall be unlawful within the Reservoir Project Area to operate any 

vehicle on the streets, roads or highways unless such vehicle is in compliance with the 

Mississippi Uniform Highway Traffic Regulation Law--Equipment and Identification 

Regulations. 

(b) It shall be unlawful within the Reservoir Project Area to operate any 

vehicle: 
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(i) Below or down stream of the toe drain below the main dam of the 

Reservoir in Madison or Hinds County; 

(ii) Over or across any portion of any dike, levee, groin, jetty or mole 

appurtenant to the waters of the Ross Barnett Reservoir or any marina or harbor adjacent 

thereto, other than along an approved public or private roadway along the top of such 

dike, levee, groin, jetty, mole or other appurtenant facilities; 

(iii) On, over or across any District road that is conspicuously marked 

"No Vehicles Beyond This Point" at each point of ingress thereto from a public roadway; 

(iv) Within, on, over or across any portion of the Reservoir Project 

Area which is not paved, graveled or otherwise hard surfaced.  Dirt roads are not 

considered "hard surfaced" for purposes of this regulation.  

(v) ATVs are prohibited on all Reservoir Project Areas except as 

allowed in Part 203 Rule 1.4 (c) and Part 203, Rule 5.6. 

(c) The vehicle restrictions stated in Part 203 Rule 1.4 (b) (iv) above shall not 

apply to: (i) property within the Reservoir Project Area leased by the District but any use 

of such property by vehicle operators shall be made only with the permission of and at 

the sole risk of the lessee(s) of such property; (ii) vehicles which are used for landscape 

maintenance or gardening purposes provided such vehicles are being operated for such 

purposes; (iii) construction equipment during the course of construction; (iv) vehicles or 

equipment used for logging purposes during the course of removing timber; (v) vehicles 

owned by any agency of the State of Mississippi or of the United States government, or 

by any city or county as long as the vehicle is being used in the course of employment of 

the operator; (vi) any all terrain vehicle ("ATV") operated by or used to transport any 

person 70 years of age or older, or any person with a disability as determined the United 

States Social Security Administration or the Department of Veteran's Affairs or by any 

other governmental entity which determines, adjudicates or certifies disabling conditions 

provided such ATV is being operated for the sole purpose of (aa) accessing public 

hunting areas for hunting purposes during open seasons or (bb) retrieving deer or hogs.  

Persons exempt under this section are required to have proof of their age or disability 

status in their possession and available for inspection by law enforcement officers.  

(d) The term "all terrain vehicle" as used in this regulation shall mean a 

motorized, self propelled vehicle designed to travel over unimproved terrain on two or 

more tires which vehicle is not qualified as suitable for on-road use pursuant to the 

Mississippi Uniform Highway Traffic Regulation Law--Equipment and Identification 

Regulations or by the Inspection Regulations as published from time to time by the 

Mississippi Highway Patrol. The term "vehicle" as used in this regulation shall mean 

without limitation every device in, upon or by which any person or property is or may be 

transported upon a street or highway, except nonmotorized devices designed to be moved 

solely by human power, and shall include without limitation, automobiles, trucks, jeeps, 

motorcycles, all terrain vehicles (ATV), off road vehicles, motor bikes, buses, vans, dirt 

bikes, and three-wheelers. 
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(e) Each violation of this regulation shall constitute a misdemeanor and shall 

be punishable by a fine of not more than Five Hundred Dollars ($500). 

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 51-9-127 (Rev. 2000) 

Part 203 Chapter 2:  Boats and Boating. 

Rule 2.1 Operation Of Power Boats In Congested Areas. 

(a) It shall be unlawful for any Person, firm, or corporation to operate any 

motor boat or other motor vessel in, along or around the Reservoir within the vicinity of 

any public launching ramp, commercial marina, yacht club or private dock or pier at a 

rate of speed which will cause a wake, provided that such area shall be conspicuously 

marked by a sign or signs stating "No Wake" upon entering and leaving such area. 

(b) It shall be unlawful for any Person, firm, or corporation to operate any 

motor boat or other motor vessel in, along or around the following areas in the Reservoir 

at a rate of speed which will cause a wake:  Coal Bluff, the area under the Northshore 

Parkway Bridge at Pelahatchie Bay, an area up to 1000 feet east of the shoreline along 

the Natchez Trace Parkway between the Natchez Trace Overlook and the channel 

entering NorthBay Subdivision, an area along and east of a line between the western most 

point of Lakeshore Park and the western most point of Timberlake Campground, an area 

no more than 100 feet off the shoreline of Old Trace Park, an area no more than 100 feet 

off the shoreline of Pelahatchie Shore Park, provided that such areas shall be 

conspicuously marked by a sign or signs stating "No Wake" upon entering and leaving 

such area. 

(c) It shall be unlawful for any Person, firm, or corporation to operate any 

motor boat or other motor vessel in, along or around any area in the Reservoir at a rate of 

speed which will cause a wake: 

(i) within any area marked with Temporary Emergency "No Wake" 

signs or buoys; 

(ii) within 100 feet of any Law Enforcement Patrol Vessel while the 

blue beacon warning lights are activated or within 100 feet of any Fire/Rescue Vessel 

while the red beacon warning lights are activated. 

(d) The following "no wake" zones are in effect during the period of April 15 

to September 15 of each year:  Flag Island, Low-Head Dam and Eddie's Island. 

(e) For the purpose of this ordinance a "wake" shall be defined as any change 

in the vertical height of the water's surface caused by the passage of a vessel including, 

but not limited to, such craft's bow wave, stern wake or propeller wash.  A "No Wake 

Area" shall mean an area in which a vessel must travel at idle speed so as not to produce 

a wake. 
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(f) Each violation of this Regulation shall constitute a misdemeanor and shall 

be punishable by a fine of not more than Two Hundred Fifty Dollars ($250.00) or 

imprisonment in the County Jail not to exceed fifteen (15) days, or both such fine and 

imprisonment as determined by the Court. 

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 51-9-127 (Rev. 2000) 

Rule 2.2 Mooring and Abandonment of Watercraft. 

(a) It shall be unlawful to moor any house boat, motor boat, cruiser, sailboat 

or other watercraft in open waters within the Reservoir Project Area except on a 

temporary basis with the owner or operator aboard. 

(b) It shall be unlawful to moor any house boat, motor boat, cruiser, sailboat 

or other watercraft having an overall length in excess of twenty-seven feet in any waters 

within the Reservoir Project Area at any place other than at a yacht club harbor or 

commercial marina, except that watercraft having an overall length in excess of twenty-

seven feet may be moored at a private dock or pier provided for that purpose on leased 

waterfront property for seven or fewer continuous days, for not in excess of thirty total 

days during a calendar year. 

(c) It shall be unlawful to moor any house boat, motor boat, cruiser, sailboat 

or other watercraft having an overall length of twenty-seven feet or less in any waters 

within the Reservoir Project Area for longer than twelve hours at any place other than a 

yacht club harbor, a commercial marina, or a private dock or pier provided for that 

purpose on leased waterfront property. 

(d) It shall be unlawful to leave or abandon any watercraft in a waterlogged or 

sunk condition, or to moor any watercraft in any waters within the Reservoir Project Area 

at any place other than as provided in Part 203 Rule 2.2 (a), (b) or (c).  

(e) A representative of the District may remove any watercraft moored in 

violation of this Part 203 Rule 2.2 and the District may recover its costs of such removal 

from either the owner or operator of the watercraft, or in part from both the owner and the 

operator of the watercraft. 

(f) Each violation of this regulation shall constitute a misdemeanor and shall 

be punishable by a fine of not more than Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00). 

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 51-9-127 (Rev. 2000) 

Rule 2.3 Operation of Motorboats On The Ross Barnett Reservoir Which Are Not 

Equipped With Water Injected Exhaust Prohibited. 

(a) It shall be unlawful for any Person, firm or corporation to operate on the 

Reservoir or on any property owned by the District any inboard motorboat which does 

not discharge the exhaust from each engine either through an exhaust pipe extending 

below the surface of the water under normal operating conditions or through a water 
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injection muffling system or other muffling device.  It shall be unlawful for any Person, 

firm, or corporation to operate any motorboat on the Reservoir or on any property owned 

by the District under any condition or in any manner which causes the noise level to 

exceed 86 decibels at a distance of 50 feet from the source of the noise.  This regulation 

shall not apply to motorboats which are competing in authorized races or regattas and 

related events held upon the Reservoir with the approval of the District. 

(b) Each violation of this regulation shall constitute a misdemeanor and shall 

be punishable by a fine not less than $50.00 nor more than $100.00 as determined by the 

court.  For purposes of this regulation a violation shall not be deemed continuing, but 

each unlawful operation of a motorboat shall constitute a separate offense. 

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 51-9-127 (Rev. 2000) 

Rule 2.4 Operation of Power Boats In General. 

(a) It shall be unlawful for any Person to occupy any part of the spillway 

structure of the main dam of the Reservoir or operate or float in boat, Personal Watercraft 

or any other floating apparatus within the wing walls upstream or from a boat 200 feet 

downstream from said spillway structure; it shall be unlawful to operate or float in a boat, 

Personal Watercraft or any other floating apparatus 175 feet upstream or 75 feet 

downstream of Lowhead Dam on the Pearl River in Leake or Madison Counties; it shall 

be unlawful for any Person to occupy any part of the causeway across Pelahatchie Bay in 

Rankin County, or any dike, groin, jetty, levy or mole appurtenant thereto. 

(b) It shall be unlawful for any Person to be towed on a tube or other towable 

device within the Reservoir unless such Person is wearing a U.S. Coast Guard approved 

flotation device. 

(c) Each violation of this regulation shall constitute a misdemeanor and shall 

be punishable by a fine of not less than Fifty Dollars ($50.00) or more than Two-Hundred 

Fifty Dollars ($250.00) or imprisonment in the County Jail not to exceed fifteen (15) 

days, or both, such fine and imprisonment as determined by the Court. 

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 51-9-127 (Rev. 2000) 

Part 203 Chapter 3:  Swimming, Water Skiing, Towing of Devices.   

Rule 3.1 Swimming, Water Skiing, Towing of Devices.  It shall be unlawful for any Person 

to engage in water-contact recreation within the Reservoir in violation of the following 

regulations: 

(a) Swimming, wading or floating in the Reservoir within one quarter mile of 

the spillway of the dam or any boat launching ramp is prohibited. 

(b) Water skiing or the pulling or towing by boat of any device in the 

Reservoir within a distance of one-quarter mile of the spillway of the dam, in all 
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maintained boat channels and harbors (including those within residential developments in 

the Reservoir Project Area) or in any area restricted by posted signs is prohibited. 

(c) Water skiing or the pulling or towing by a boat of any device on the 

Reservoir after sundown and before daylight is prohibited. 

(d) Pulling or towing by a boat of any device (including but not limited to 

skis, air filled tubes and float boards) used for sustaining or supporting of any person on 

the Reservoir upstream from Mississippi State Highway No. 43 is prohibited, unless the 

tow rope or line is held in the hands of the person sustained or supported and is not 

attached to the device being pulled or towed. 

(e) Pulling or towing by a boat of more than one person or device on the 

Reservoir upstream from Mississippi State Highway No. 43 is prohibited. 

(f) The use of kite tubes, kite boarding or any participation in tube kiting is 

prohibited in the Reservoir. 

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 51-9-127 (Rev. 2000) 

Rule 3.2 Penalty.  Each violation of this regulation shall constitute a misdemeanor and 

shall be punishable by a fine of not more than Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00). 

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 51-9-127 (Rev. 2000) 

Part 203 Chapter 4:  Fishing. 

Rule 4.1 Restriction of Location.  It shall be unlawful for any Person to fish from any 

part of the spillway structure of the main dam of the Reservoir or from a boat within the 

wing walls upstream or from a boat 200 feet downstream from said spillway structure; it 

shall be unlawful for any Person to fish from any part of the causeway across Pelahatchie 

Bay in Rankin County, or from any dike, groin, jetty, levy or mole appurtenant thereto. 

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 51-9-127 (Rev. 2000) 

Rule 4.2 Restriction of Trotlines, Throw Lines, Set Hooks or Jugs.  It shall be 

unlawful for any Person to use trotlines, throw lines, or set hooks and jugs in the 

following portions of the Ross Barnett Reservoir: 

(a) That portion of the main lake of the Ross Barnett Reservoir lying south of 

a line between the point where Twin Harbor channel enters the main lake of the 

Reservoir under the Natchez Trace on the Madison County side of the Reservoir and the 

Fannin Landing boat launching ramp in Rankin County, Mississippi; 

(b) Pelahatchie Bay and Pelahatchie Creek; 

(c) Any area of the main lake or river lake lying within 100 yards of any 

sandbar or any public boat launching facility; 
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(d) Waters within any marked navigational channel between the State 

Highway 43 bridge and Ratliff Ferry in Madison County, Mississippi; and 

(e) Legal sport fishing with trotlines, throw lines, or set hooks and jugs may 

be conducted in all other waters of the Ross Barnett Reservoir in accordance with 

regulations from time to time promulgated by the Mississippi Department of Wildlife, 

Fisheries, and Parks. 

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 51-9-127 (Rev. 2000) 

Rule 4.3 Requirement for Permit for Fishing Below the Ross Barnett Reservoir 

Spillway.  Any person 16 years of age or older fishing or otherwise entering the parks 

below the Ross Barnett Reservoir Spillway shall complete a permit card application with 

the Pearl River Valley Water Supply District.  The permit is applicable to both the 

Madison and Rankin County shoreline parks below the Ross Barnett Reservoir Spillway 

and will be provided by the District.  The permit will be free of charge and must be 

completed once every twenty-four (24) hours and displayed on the dashboard of that 

person’s vehicle. 

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 51-9-127 (Rev. 2000) 

Rule 4.4 Penalty.  Each violation of this regulation shall constitute a parking 

violation and shall be punishable by a fine of not more than One Hundred Dollars 

($100.00). 

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 51-9-127 (Rev. 2000) 

  Part 203, Chapter 5:  Firearms and Hunting. 

Rule 5.1 General. 

(a)  It shall be unlawful to possess any firearm, air rifle, BB gun or primitive 

weapon in a public park within the Reservoir Project Area, except as otherwise 

specifically permitted by applicable state law. 

(b) Hunting dates and bag limits are as determined by the Mississippi 

Department of Wildlife, Fisheries and Parks (MDWFP) for the Hills Unit for private 

land, except during the permit-only archery hunts below spillway and in Parcels M &  on 

the Northshore when the limit is one buck, and two does per permit.  The definition of a 

legal bush for the special permit hunt is having EITHER a 15-inch inside spread OR an 

18-inch main beam. 

(c) It shall be unlawful to discharge any pistol, handgun, shotgun with 

buckshot, centerfire or rimfire rifles (including .22) within the Reservoir Project Area.  

Shotguns with slugs may be used in areas designated below.  Muzzle loaders with black 

powder may be used in areas designated below.  Breach loaders and other smokeless 

primitive weapons are not allowed. 
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(d) Target practice is not allowed. 

(e) Activities in the area known as the Pearl River Wildlife Management 

Area, north of Highway 43 in Madison County, are exempt from these regulations.  

Regulations for Pearl River Wildlife Management Area are set forth in 40 Miss. Admin. 

Code, Part 2, Rule 1.1 and 1.19. 

(f) Nothing contained herein shall conflict with the rules and regulations of 

the MDWFP and such rules shall control in the event of conflict. 

(g) All hunters must comply with MDWFP licensure requirements and when 

applicable, the District's hunting permit and special permit requirements. 

(h) Food plots may be constructed only by the Pearl River Valley Water 

Supply District.  Rye Grass is not allowed. 

(i) Supplemental feeding of wildlife is prohibited. 

(j) Alligator hunting is regulated by MDWFP. 

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 51-9-127 (Rev. 2000) 
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Part 203 Chapter 5: 

Rule 5.2 Areas closed to hunting. 

(a) Hunting is not allowed within the Reservoir Project Area surrounding 

Pelahatchie Bay – the area bounded by Spillway Road, Highway 25, Holly Bush Road, 

Highway 471 and Northshore Causeway except Parcels M and N as provided below. 

(b) Hunting is not allowed within one quarter (1/4) mile of any of the 

District's park or campground area boundary. 

(c) Hunting is not allowed in the areas known as the undeveloped portion of 

Lost Rabbit and that portion of the Reservoir Project Area along and on both sides of Old 

Rice Road adjacent to Twin Harbor and Haley Creek Subdivisions. 

(d) Hunting is not allowed in Main Harbor, Sportsman Marina, Sunset Marina 

(aka Safe Harbor Marina), England Harbor, Jackson Yacht Club Harbor or Bridgepoint 

Marina. 

(e) Areas leased for hunting are closed to hunting by the public.  Leasing of 

lands for the purpose of hunting shall conform to Sec. 51-9-122 of the Mississippi Code 

of 1972 as amended. 

(f) Brown’s Landing a/k/a Expedition Pointe. 

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 51-9-127 (Rev. 2000) 

Rule 5.3  Areas open to hunting and type of hunting. 

(a) Found Rabbit and Catfish Landing shall be open to hunting for turkey, 

small game, deer and hogs (See Rule 5.4). 

(b) The area north of Arbor Landing and south of Highway 43 in Rankin 

County and all of the Project Area North of Highway 43, shall be open to turkey, deer, 

hogs and small game hunting (see Rule 5.4). 

(c) The waters of the Reservoir north of a line between Arbor Landing and 

Twin Harbor shall be open to waterfowl hunting with non-toxic shot. 

(d) The area bounded by Highways 471 and 25 and Pelahatchie Creek and the 

area east of Highway 25 in Rankin County shall be open to only archery hunting for deer, 

turkey and hogs. 

(e) The area below the Main Dam and the Spillway shall be open to only 

archery hunting for deer, turkey and hogs by special permit only. The Spillway area shall 

be open for squirrel and small game hunting as specified in Rule 5.4 and 5.9 of these 

regulations.  Parking is only allowed below the Main Dam and Spillway area and shall be 

limited to the paved parking areas near the Spillway, including the Madison County 
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Spillway parking area and Mule Jail Trail parking area.  For Rankin County, parking is 

allowed in the soccer field area behind the Pearl River Valley Water Supply District Shop 

and Reservoir Police Department and in the Spillway parking lot.   

(f) Parcels M & N on the northshore shall be open to only archery hunting 

only for deer and turkey hunting by special permit only. 

(h) Special permits in (e) and (f) above will be obtained through a public draw 

system where winners are randomly chosen.  The public draw system shall be conducted 

in accordance with procedures and shall be subject to rules, restrictions and fees adopted 

from time to time by the Board of Directors of the District. 

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 51-9-127 (Rev. 2000) 

Rule 5.4 Types of firearms allowed. 

(a) Deer or Hogs: 

(i) Archery Equipment:  Longbows, recurves, compounds and 

crossbows. 

(ii) Primitive Firearms:  Only muzzle loading weapons using black 

powder or black powder substitute shall be allowed. 

(iii) Shotguns with slugs only. 

(b) Turkey:  Archery equipment and shotguns with #2 shot or smaller. 

(c) Small Game:  Shotguns using #4 shot or smaller. 

(d) Waterfowl:  Shotguns using non-toxic shot. 

Rule 5.5 Types of firearms not allowed. 

(a) Centerfire or rimfire rifles (including .22 caliber), air rifles, gas powered 

rifles or CO2 powered rifles. 

(b) Shotguns with buckshot. 

(c) Handguns. 

(d) Breach loaders and other smokeless “primitive” weapons.  

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 51-9-127 (Rev. 2000) 

Rule 5.6 All Terrain Vehicles (ATVs). 

 (a) ATVs ware not allowed within the Reservoir Project Areas except as 

provided herein. 
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  (b) ATVs may be used to retrieve a harvested deer or hog. 

 (c)  ATVs may be used for access to hunting areas by a person of over 70 

years of age or disabled as defined by the Social Security Administration or the Veterans 

Administration. 

 (d) Joy riding or mid riding is not allowed. 

 (e) ATVs shall not be allowed below the main dam, except with permission 

for game retrieval during special draw archery hunts. 

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 51-9-127 (Rev. 2000) 

Rule 5.7 Other vehicles. 

(a) All other vehicles, including but not limited to, trucks, jeeps, automobiles, 

vans, buses, dirt bikes or motorcycles shall be restricted to roads and areas marked as “open to 

vehicles”. 

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 51-9-127 (Rev. 2000) 

Rule 5.8 Tree stands, camps and garbage. 

Tree Stands and Blinds:  It shall be illegal to construct or to hunt from any 

permanent stands or blinds.  Destroying, defacing, cutting, driving nails or spikes into, or 

otherwise damaging any standing live tree, natural feature, or plant is prohibited.  

Portable stands (including tripods and ground blinds) may be used.  Stands left on the 

area do not reserve hunting locations.  Portable stands may not be installed within the 

Reservoir Project Area prior to 7 days before deer season opens, nor left longer than 7 

days after deer season closes.  Stands not in compliance with these regulations may be 

confiscated and disposed of. 

Spikes, nails or other metal shall not be driven or screwed into trees of the 

Reservoir Project Area. 

No permanent tree stands will be allowed.  

Fall-Arrest Systems:  While climbing a tree, installing a tree stand that uses 

climbing aides, or while hunting from a tree stand within the Reservoir Project Area, 

hunters shall use a fall-arrest system (full body harness) that is manufactured to Treestand 

Manufacturers Association standards. 

No camps, camp houses, trailers or other temporary or permanent structures shall 

be allowed.  Primitive (tent) camping is allowed in designated areas only. 

Field dressing of deer and hogs is allowed at site of harvest.  All garbage, animal 

carcasses, etc. shall be disposed of off of the Reservoir Project Area in accordance with 

Part 203 Chapter 6 of PRVWSD regulations and MDWFP regulations. 
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Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 51-9-127 (Rev. 2000) 

Rule 5.9 Spillway and Small Game Squirrel Regulations. 

(a) The following regulations are applicable to squirrel and/or small game 

hunting below the Main Dam and the Spillway area only. 

(b) Hunting for squirrel during the MDWFP fall squirrel season shall be 

restricted below the Main Dam and Spillway area to only weekend hunts occurring 

during the month of February and shall occur on a daily basis during the MDWFP spring 

squirrel season.  Any and all MDWFP state licensing requirements and bag limits apply 

to squirrel hunts below the Main Dam and the Spillway area for both the fall and spring 

season. 

(c) Spillway squirrel hunts are to be youth oriented.  At least one child aged 

15 and under must be a part of the party and must remain under direct supervision of a 

licensed or exempt adult, 21 years or older.  Adults can carry firearms and shoot 

squirrels.  Children under 15 must carry proof of satisfactorily completing an approved 

hunter safety course. 

(d) During the weekend February season, legal shooting hours are from noon 

to 30 minutes after sunset on Friday, and 30 minutes prior to sunrise until 30 minutes 

after sunset on Saturdays and Sunday.  Spring season is open daily with legal shooting 

hours being 30 minutes before sunrise until 30 minutes after sunset. 

(e) No dogs allowed. 

(f) Shotguns only, No. 4 size shot or smaller. 

(g) All members of the hunting party must wear a fluorescent hunter orange 

vest, minimum of 500 square inches, while hunting.  No exceptions. 

(h) Hunting parties must check in before each hunt and must check out after 

each hunt, and return an information card upon check out.  The check station will be the 

Reservoir Shop near the deer weighting station.  Information will include names of each 

hunter, side of river chosen (Madison or Rankin), and harvest results.  During hunt, the 

information card must remain on the dashboard of hunting party’s vehicle while in the 

designated area.  If a party leaves the hunting area for lunch, they must check out and 

check back in prior to hunting in the afternoon. 

(i) Any small game legal during the February season (rabbit, raccoon, 

opossum, bobcat) may be harvested using state limits; however, only squirrel may be 

harvested during the spring season. 
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Rule 5.10 Definition of Areas. 

(a) The undeveloped area of Lost Rabbit consists of District lands east of the 

Natchez Trace in Sections 11 and 14 of T7N, R2E Madison County, Mississippi. 

(b) The undeveloped area of Catfish Landing consists of District lands west of 

the Natchez Trace in Sections 31 & 32 of T8N, R3E and Section 6, T7N, R3E. Madison 

County, Mississippi. 

(c) Brown’s Landing consists of District lands east of the Natchez Trace in 

Sections 22 & 27 of T8N, R3E, Madison County, Mississippi. 

(d) The undeveloped areas along and on both sides of Old Rice Road adjacent 

to Twin Harbor and Haley Creek Subdivisions consisting of District lands west and north 

of the Natchez Trace in Section 1 & 11, T7N, R2E, Madison County, Mississippi. 

(e) The undeveloped area of Found Rabbit consists of District lands east of 

the Natchez Trace in Section 12, T7N, R2E and Section 7, T7N, R3E, Madison County, 

Mississippi. 

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 51-9-127 (Rev. 2000) 

Rule 5.11 Implied consent to search of vehicles. 

(a) By bringing a vehicle on the Reservoir Project Area for the purpose of 

hunting the properties as defined herein, the driver has consented to search of the vehicle, 

entering, exiting or located in a hunting environment, for compliance with these 

regulations and the regulations of the MDWFP. 

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 51-9-127 (Rev. 2000) 

Rule 5.12 Penalty. 

Each violation of this regulation shall constitute a misdemeanor and shall be punishable 

by a fine of not more than one thousand dollars ($1000.00) and/or imprisonment in the county 

jail not to exceed fifteen (15) days, or both, such fine and imprisonment as determined by the 

Court. 

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 51-9-127 (Rev. 2000) 

 

Part 203 Chapter 6:  Disposal or Abandonment of Waste, Rubbish, Garbage 

and Other Property In or Upon Reservoir Project Area; Possession of Glass 

Containers. 

Rule 6.1 (a) Prohibition of Disposal.  It shall be unlawful for any Person, firm or 

corporation to deposit, dump, leave or abandon any waste, rubbish, garbage or other property 

(including but not limited to cans, bottles, jars, glass, paper, plastic, styrofoam, wood, metal, 
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steel reinforcement bars (rebar), rubber or other natural or synthetic material) in or upon any of 

the public parks, public recreation areas, public boat ramps, public buildings and grounds, or 

public streets and rights of way within the Reservoir Project Area, or within sixty feet of any 

such property, or in or upon any dike, levee, groin, jetty or mole appurtenant to the waters within 

the Reservoir Project Area, or in or upon any waters within the Reservoir Project Area, or in or 

upon any parking area for motor vehicles maintained for patrons of commercial or recreational 

establishments on premises held under lease from the District.  Furthermore, any person, firm, or 

corporation fishing from the shore or bank of the Main Lake or any dyke, levy, groin, jetty or 

mole appurtenant to the waters within the Reservoir Project Area, or in or upon any waters 

within the Reservoir Project Area shall have in its possession a container marked “Trash” with 

stencil or other clear markings for the disposal of garbage or refuse and shall dispose of any 

garbage or refuse at designated disposal sites provided onshore. 

(b) Possession of Glass Beverage Containers. It shall be unlawful for any Person 

to possess, put, throw, dump or leave on any portion of the Reservoir Project Area inundated by 

water, or within any public park, public boat ramp or public recreational area, any glass beverage 

container to include but not limited to beer, wine, spirits, sports drink, soda, etc. 

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 51-9-127 (Rev. 2000) 

Rule 6.2 Disposal From Watercraft.  It shall be unlawful for any Person, firm or 

corporation to dispose of sewage, garbage or refuse from watercraft in the waters of the District 

except in accordance with the provisions hereof. 

(a) Toilet - no marine toilet, heads, sink, shower, bathtub, washing machine or 

other device on any water craft may be operated so as to discharge sewage directly or 

indirectly to the waters of the District. 

(b) Holding tank - all marine toilets, heads, sink, shower, bathtub, washing 

machine or other such devices on watercraft shall be provided with a holding tank or 

holding tanks of sufficient capacity to prevent discharge of sewage into the District's 

waters. 

(c) Disposal of sewage - all sewage within a holding tank shall be disposed of 

only at facilities approved for such purpose by the District. 

(d) Holding tank construction - all sewage holding tanks shall be durable, 

water tight, non- absorbent, sealed or locked in a manner approved by the District, and 

maintained in good repair. 

(e) Holding tank discharge lines - discharge lines from sewage-holding tanks 

shall be readily accessible above the maximum load water line and quick coupling 

devices provided.  Discharge line connection shall be sized and fitted so as to preclude 

the possibility of attaching a potable water hose thereto. 

(f) Garbage and other refuse - garbage and other refuse shall not be 

discharged or emptied from any watercraft into District waters or on the adjacent shore.  

All garbage and refuse shall be stored aboard the water craft in leak-proof, non-absorbent 
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containers with tight-fitting lids and disposed of only at designated disposal sites 

provided on shore. 

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 51-9-127 (Rev. 2000) 

Rule 6.3 Residential Use.  It shall be unlawful for any Person to use any watercraft as a 

residence unless such watercraft has a functional toilet.  Residential use shall include occupancy 

by one or more Persons as a temporary or permanent residence but shall not include occasional 

overnight or weekend accommodation. 

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 51-9-127 (Rev. 2000) 

Rule 6.4 Monthly Pump Out.  It shall be unlawful for any Person to use any watercraft as a 

residence unless the holding tank on the watercraft is pumped out at least once each calendar 

month.  Evidence of compliance in the form of a certificate from the operator of a marina within 

the Reservoir Project Area shall be maintained on the watercraft. 

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 51-9-127 (Rev. 2000) 

Rule 6.5 Annual Sanitary System Inspection.  The owner of any watercraft with a marine 

toilet, heads, sink, shower, bathtub, washing machine, holding tank or other device shall obtain 

annually a sanitary system inspection from the District and have proof of current inspection 

certificate prominently displayed at all times the watercraft is in the Reservoir.  The District shall 

charge an inspection fee in the amount set, from time to time, by the Board and included in its 

official minutes.  The inspection will be payable by the owner of any watercraft prior to issuance 

of the inspection certificate. 

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 51-9-127 (Rev. 2000) 

Rule 6.6 Right of Inspection.  The District and its agents shall have full authority to inspect 

all watercraft found in the District's waters to insure compliance with this regulation and to 

remove such watercraft from the Reservoir if found in violation hereof.  If any watercraft is not 

in compliance with this regulation and a further inspection or inspections are required to 

determine proper compliance, the owner of the watercraft shall pay the District a fee for each 

follow-up inspection in the amount set, from time to time, by the Board and included in its 

official minutes. 

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 51-9-127 (Rev. 2000) 

Rule 6.7 Prohibition Against Junk or Scrap.  It shall be unlawful for any Person, firm or 

corporation occupying or in possession of real property within the Reservoir Project Area, as 

lessee, sublessee or permittee or otherwise, to suffer or permit any non-functional automobile, 

boat, trailer, appliance, or part thereof, or any other item commonly classified as junk or scrap, to 

be and remain on such real property within view from any public highway, road or street, any 

public park, public recreation area or public boat ramp for a period in excess of 30 days. 

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 51-9-127 (Rev. 2000) 
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Rule 6.8 Prohibition Against Outdoor Burning.  Outdoor burning of any material within 

the Reservoir Project Area is prohibited other than (i) charcoal or other material intended for 

cooking provided the material is maintained in an enclosed grill or container; (ii) charcoal, 

prepared logs or wood in enclosed containers designed to provide outdoor heat provided spark 

protection is provided; (iii) material intended for cooking in covered pits provided the pits do not 

exceed four feet in diameter, length or width; and (iv) the District may continue prescribed burns 

as part of its forestry management and property development programs. The term "material" 

includes debris, leaves, limbs, brush, vegetation, construction debris, business trash and all other 

smoke producing materials. 

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 51-9-127 (Rev. 2000) 

Rule 6.9 Penalty.  Each violation of this regulation shall constitute a misdemeanor and 

shall be punishable by a fine of not more than One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00). 

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 51-9-127 (Rev. 2000) 

Part 203 Chapter 7:  Operation of Public Parks, Public Recreation Areas, 

Public Boat Launching Facilities, Public Fishing Piers, Public Parking Areas; 

Consumption of Alcohol. 

Rule 7.1 Posted Notice for Times of Opening/Closing.  It shall be unlawful for any Person 

to enter upon or remain within or otherwise occupy any public park, public recreation area, 

public boat launching facility, public fishing pier or public parking area within the Reservoir 

Project Area, except during such months, days and hours as shall be posted at each specific 

public park, public recreation area, public boat launching facility, public fishing pier or public 

parking area.  Persons engaged in hunting or fishing activities may use public boat launching 

facilities, fishing piers and adjacent public parking areas at Madison Boat Ramp, North Fishing 

Jetty, designated fishing areas on either side of the Pearl River south of Bob Anthony Parkway, 

Goshen Springs Boat Launch, Rankin Boat Ramp & Fishing Pier, Pelahatchie Shore Boat Ramp, 

Pelahatchie Bay Boat Launch & Fishing Pier, Fannin Landing Boat Launch, Hwy 43 Fishing 

Pier, Safe Harbor Boat Launch, West Pipeline Road (Rankin County) Boat Launches (when 

access is available),  Brown’s Landing, Ratliff Ferry Boat Launch, Coal Bluff Boat Launch, 

Lowhead Dam Boat Launch, Leake County Water Park Boat Launch and Highway 13 Boat 

Launch at any time incident to actual hunting or fishing activities. 

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 51-9-127 (Rev. 2000) 

Rule 7.2 Traffic Control Fee.  It shall be unlawful for any Person other than an occupant of 

a vehicle for which the fee established pursuant to Part 203 Rule 1.3 has been paid, to enter in or 

upon or to remain within any public park or public recreation area within the Reservoir Project 

Area, unless such Person shall have paid the traffic fee as posted at the toll gate for each entrance 

into such public park or public recreation area.  

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 51-9-127 (Rev. 2000 

Rule 7.3 Closing Order.  It shall be unlawful for any Person to enter upon, remain within 

or otherwise occupy any public park (including a neighborhood park), public recreation area, 
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public boat launch (including a neighborhood ramp), public parking area or any other public area 

within the Reservoir Project Area during any period that any such public area has been ordered 

to be closed by the General Manager of the District in order to preserve public order or to 

prevent or lessen the likelihood of riot, civil commotion, disorderly conduct, public nuisance or a 

threat or danger to the public health, safety or welfare or to the water quality of the Reservoir.  

The General Manager shall enter in a ledger kept by him for that purpose the time, duration, and 

reason for any closing of a public area ordered by him. 

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 51-9-127 (Rev. 2000) 

Rule 7.4 Vehicular Capacity.  The vehicular capacity of each public park or public 

recreation area which has an entrance gate shall be determined from time to time by the Board of 

Directors of the District.  Each public park and other public recreation area which has an 

entrance gate or other controllable ingress/egress restriction shall have posted the maximum 

number of vehicles which may be located in the park or recreation area.  It shall be unlawful for 

any vehicle to enter any public park or public recreation area of the District where an entrance 

gate is maintained and where a sign is posted indicating that the park or recreation area has 

reached its maximum vehicular capacity or words of similar meaning.  Variance may be 

authorized by the Board for permitted special events. 

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 51-9-127 (Rev. 2000) 

Rule 7.5 Prohibition of Alcoholic Beverages.  It shall be unlawful for any Person to possess 

or consume beer, wine, liquor or any other alcoholic beverage, including wine coolers, within 

any public park, public recreation area, public boat launching facility, public fishing pier, public 

parking area or other public area within the Reservoir Project Area not inundated by the waters 

of the Reservoir unless authorized in a special permit issued by the Board of Directors of the 

District.  Persons engaged in the act of launching and/or loading or unloading a boat at a launch 

facility with sealed or closed containers of alcoholic beverages shall be exempt from this 

ordinance if it is otherwise legal to possess such beverages in the applicable county. 

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 51-9-127 (Rev. 2000) 

Rule 7.6 Penalty.  Each violation of this regulation shall constitute a misdemeanor and 

shall be punishable by a fine of not more than One Hundred Dollars ($100.00). 

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 51-9-127 (Rev. 2000) 

Part 203 Chapter 8:  Keeping Of Animals And Fowl Within The Boundaries 

Of The District. 

Rule 8.1 Restriction of Animals and Fowl.  It shall be unlawful for the owner or 

keeper of any wild or domestic animal (other than natural or naturalized water fowl) to 

permit the same to run at large on property owned by or leased from the District or to 

stray from the premises of the owner or keeper or to go upon premises or property 

owned by or leased from the District or other public or private property unless such 

animal is attached to a leash or otherwise under the direct, physical or voice control of 
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such owner or keeper.  This section shall not apply to the use of dogs for hunting in 

areas where hunting is otherwise permitted. 

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 51-9-127 (Rev. 2000) 

Rule 8.2 Prohibition of Swine and Cattle; Restriction of Horses.  It shall be 

unlawful for any Person to keep or harbor any swine or cattle on any property owned or 

leased from the District and no horses shall be kept or maintained on any lot or tract of 

land composed of less than 3 acres. 

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 51-9-127 (Rev. 2000) 

Rule 8.3 Prohibition of Dangerous Animals.  It shall be unlawful for any Person to 

keep or maintain any vicious, ferocious or dangerous animal unless such animal is kept 

or maintained solely for security purposes and is at all times kept within an enclosure 

sufficient to prevent escape and exposure to the public. 

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 51-9-127 (Rev. 2000) 

Rule 8.4 Prohibition of Noisy Animals.  It shall be unlawful for any Person to keep 

or harbor any animal or fowl which by loud, frequent or habitual barking, howling, 

yelping or other noise or action disturbs any person or persons on property owned by or 

leased from the District or otherwise creates a nuisance in any manner. 

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 51-9-127 (Rev. 2000) 

Rule 8.5 Restriction of Dogs and Cats.  It shall be unlawful to own or keep or 

harbor any dog or cat three months of age or older on property owned by or leased from 

the District unless the dog or cat shall have been vaccinated against rabies in accordance 

with Chapter 53, Title 41, Mississippi Code of 1972, and a metal tag securely braded to 

the collar containing the serial number of the vaccination and the year in which the dog 

or cat was inoculated shall be placed and maintained around the neck of said dog or cat 

at all times. 

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 51-9-127 (Rev. 2000) 

Rule 8.6 Identification of Owner of Animal.  It shall be unlawful to own or keep any 

animal on property owned by or leased from the District unless there is placed and 

maintained around the neck of such animal a tag containing the name and telephone 

number of the owner or keeper at all times. 

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 51-9-127 (Rev. 2000) 

Rule 8.7 Confinement of Animal.  Any Reservoir Patrol Officer in the course of his 

duties of investigation of cases in which animals have bitten or scratched a person or 

other animals shall notify the owner of said animal to surrender the animal to the 

Reservoir Patrol Officer or otherwise to arrange for the animal to be delivered to the 

animal shelter in the County where the animal is found (or to such other animal shelter 
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as may be designated from time to time by the District) and kept for a period of not less 

than 10 days after the biting or scratching of such person or other animal, during which 

period it shall be determined by a designated official whether such animal is suffering 

from any disease.  If no disease is found, the animal may be released to the owner, 

provided that the owner produces to a Reservoir Patrol Officer proper evidence of 

vaccination of the animal for rabies which vaccination must have been administered 

within 12 months previous to the biting or scratching.  Any animal found to be infected 

with rabies shall be forthwith destroyed by the appropriate officers of the animal shelter 

or county health department. 

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 51-9-127 (Rev. 2000) 

Rule 8.8 Cost of Animal Shelter.  If any dog or other animal is delivered to an 

animal shelter pursuant to this ordinance, the owner or keeper of such dog or animal 

shall pay all costs incurred or otherwise charged by the animal shelter prior to release of 

such dog or animal. 

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 51-9-127 (Rev. 2000) 

Rule 8.9 Penalty.  Each violation of this regulation shall constitute a misdemeanor 

and shall be punishable by a fine not less than $25.00 nor more than $500.00 for each 

such offense. 

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 51-9-127 (Rev. 2000) 

Part 203 Chapter 9:  Feeding of Geese. 

Rule 9.1 Prohibition.  It shall be unlawful for any Person to feed a Canada goose on 

property owned by or leased from the District.  The term "feed" means providing food in any 

manner or otherwise making food available, including feeding by hand, leaving food on the 

ground or in the water, or any other activity designed to provide food for a Canada goose. 

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 51-9-127 (Rev. 2000) 

Rule 9.2 Penalty.  Each violation of this regulation shall constitute a misdemeanor and 

shall be punishable by a fine of not less than $50.00 nor more than $500.00 for each offense. 

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 51-9-127 (Rev. 2000) 

Part 203 Chapter 10:  Feeding of Alligators. 

Rule 10.1 Prohibition.  It shall be unlawful for any Person to feed an alligator on property 

owned by or leased from the District.  The term "feed" means providing food in any manner or 

otherwise making food available, including feeding by hand, leaving food on the ground or in the 

water, or any other activity designed to provide food for an alligator. 

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 51-9-127 (Rev. 2000) 
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Rule 10.2 Penalty.  Each violation of this regulation shall constitute a misdemeanor and 

shall be punishable by a fine of not less than $50.00 nor more than $500.00 for each offense. 

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 51-9-127 (Rev. 2000) 

Part 203 Chapter 11:  Registered Sex Offenders.   

Rule 11.1 Prohibition and Penalty.  It shall be unlawful for any Person registered as a sex 

offender under the Mississippi Sex Offenders Registration Law (§§ 45-33-21 to 45-33-57, 

Mississippi Code of 1972, as amended) to enter or at any time be present within any campground 

operated by the District, including Timberlake Campground, Goshen Springs Campground, Low 

Head Dam Campground, Coal Bluff Campground and Leake County Water Park.  Each violation 

of this regulation shall be punishable by a fine of $1,000.00 or by imprisonment not to exceed 

fifteen days, or both fine and imprisonment, to be determined by the court. 

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 51-9-127 (Rev. 2000) 

Part 203 Chapter 12:  Camping. 

Rule 12.1 General.  It shall be unlawful for any Person to camp within one-half mile of any 

platted subdivision or on any land posted "No Camping" located within the Reservoir Project 

Area except on property privately leased and not open to the public or in campgrounds operated 

by the District. For purposes of this regulation, “camp” or “camping” is defined as residing on or 

using property for one or more nights for living accommodation purposes, such as sleeping 

activities or making preparations to sleep or storing personal belongings (including but not 

limited to clothing, sleeping bags, bedrolls, blankets, back packs, food, drink, kitchen utensils 

and similar material), making any fire, erecting any tent or make-shift covering, residing in a 

parked vehicle or assembling for the purpose of camping.  These activities constitute camping 

when it reasonably appears, in light of all the circumstances, that a person(s) is utilizing the 

space in a manner contrary to this regulation. 

 (a) All camping conducted on the Reservoir Project Area not within a 

 campground operated by the Pearl River Valley Water Supply District (PRVWSD) shall 

 be primitive camping. 

 (b) Definition of primitive camping. 

(i) Simple camping in a natural setting without improvements or 

modern conveniences.  Water, sewer and electrical systems provided by a local authority 

are considered improvements.  Generators may be used provided that use complies with 

the PRVWSD noise regulations and the generator is removed at the end of the camping 

trip. 

(ii) All equipment used in camping must be brought to the site at the 

beginning of or during the camping trip and removed at the end of the camping trip. 

(iii) No permanent structures or facilities may be constructed or 

installed.  This includes but is not limited to lumber and metal frames for holding tents 
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and/or tarpaulins, decks and stairways.  Metal flag poles displaying the flag of the State 

of Mississippi and/or the flag of the United States of America may be used. 

(iv) Alteration of the natural setting or habitat is not allowed.  Campers 

may cut grass growing on the sandbars.  Cutting of trees and brush is not allowed. 

(v) Camping is overnight stays of short duration.  The maximum time 

allowed for each camping trip is ten days.  Campsites must be cleared and cleaned at the 

end of each camping trip.  Campers are responsible for removal of all trash and camping 

equipment. 

(vi) Campers wishing to camp for more than ten days must move to 

another site and re-register for a new camper permit (see section (e) below). 

(c) Items not allowed. 

 (i) Permanent ground cover. 

 (ii) Permanent structures. 

 (iii) Tarpaulins or other materials suspended from permanent poles, 

rigging or structures. NOTE: Tarpaulins used during the course of a camping trip are 

allowed provided the tarpaulin is removed at the end of the trip and no permanent poles, 

rigging or structures are utilized. 

(d) Any camping conducted upstream of Highway 43 must be done so within 

sight of the Pearl River or the Reservoir. 

 

(e) Campers must obtain a camping permit (free of charge) by calling the 

PRVWSD staff at the Goshen Springs Campground (601-829-2751).  After normal 

business hours call the Reservoir Control Tower (601-992-9703).   Campers will be given 

a permit number.  Only this number must be displayed at the campsite.  Information 

required to be provided to the PRVWSD when obtaining a permit is as follows: 

 

(i) Name, address and cell telephone number of the responsible person 

on the camping trip. 

 

(ii) Location of the camp.  If the site is unknown, call the PRVWSD 

staff when the site has been selected.  Site location can be by latitude and longitude 

coordinates or local name. 

 

  (iii) Planned duration of the camping trip. 

 

(iv) Anticipated number of campers. 

 

(f) Camping permit number assigned by the PRVWSD must be displayed on 

the largest tent or temporary structure located on campsite.  Camping permit number 

should be written on a paper at least 5”x 7” in size, and in block lettering.  It is preferred 



25 

 

the permit number be placed in a “Ziplock” type clear storage bag and hung in a location 

on campsite so the permit can be recognized from the water by PRVWSD staff.  Only the 

permit number is required to be displayed. 

 

(g) Camping is not allowed within the Pearl River Wildlife Management 

Area.  Refer to Title 40, Mississippi Administrative Code Part 2, Chapter 1.19. 

 

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 51-9-127 (Rev. 2000) 

 

Rule 12.2 Penalty.  Each violation of this regulation shall constitute a misdemeanor and 

shall be punishable be a fine not less than $25.00 nor more than $500.00 for each such offense. 

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 51-9-127 (Rev. 2000) 

 Title 33, Part 203, Chapter 13.  Restricted Areas 

 

Rule 1.1 It shall be unlawful for any unauthorized person to enter or encroach upon the 

following areas:  The earthen dam between Upper Spillway Road and Lower Spillway Road 

from Levee Road to Reservoir Park Road; any part of the spillway gates; the O B. Curtis intake 

structure on Upper Spillway Road; the Low Head Dam weir; the enclosed Ratliff Ferry 

Wastewater Treatment Plant. 

 

 


